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DOCUMENTARY ATTESTATIONS

linutul din apropierea Jiului, pe care s-a dezvoltat oragul,
a fost locuit, aga cum dovedesc descoperirile arheologice,
din timpuri indepdrtate, cele mai vechi agezdminte omenegti
dat6nd din neolitic (6000 - 2500 i.Hr.).

PRIMA ATESTARE DOCUMENTARA ESIE TABULA
PEI.JTINGERIANA, unde este men[ionatd denumirea unei
agezdri daco - romane, din Cdmpia Jiului, PELENDAVA. Este
harta cu principalele drumuri ale lmperiului Roman, intocmitd
prin anul 225 d.Hr. din ordinul Tmpdratului roman Caracalla,
fiind reprezentate gi drumurile comerciale ce traversau DACIA.

Numele CRAIOVA apare in inscriplia din anul 6963 (1456),
de pe Piatra de mormAnt a lui Vladislav lll, de la Mdndstirea
Dealu, pusd de boierii Craiovegti - ,,Barbul Banul gi PArvul
Vornicul $i cu fratii lor, fiii lui Neagoe de la Craiova".

PRIMA MENTIUNE OFICIALA a CRAIOVEI este inscrisd in
Hrisovul de danie al lui Laiotd Basarab Voievod, Domnul Jdrii
Romdnegti (1473 - 1477), unde este trecut numele boierului
NEAGOE OT CRAIOVA... ,,Acegtia sunt martorii acestui hrisov
al Domniei mele:jupdn Dragomir a lui Manea, jup6n Cazan a

lui Sohac... jupAn Neagoe de la Craiova... gi eu, Tudor, care
am scris Tn anul 6983 (1475)luna iunie 1 2i..."

The area neighbouring the Jiu river, on which the city has
developed, has been inhabited, according to the archaeological
discoveries, from ancient times. The oldest human settlements
date from the Neolithic period (6000 - 2500 B.C.).

The first document attestation is TABULA PEUTINGERIANA,
which mentions the name of a Dacian-Roman settlement from
the Jiu Plain, PELENDAVA. lt is the map with the main routes
of the Roman Empire, made in 225 A.D. by order of the of
roman Emperor Caracalla, also representing commercial
routes transiting DACIA,

The name CRAIOVA appears in the inscription from year
6963 (1496), from the grave stone of Vladislav lll, from Dealu
Monastery, engraved by the Craiovesti noblemen - "Barbul

Banul and Pdrvul Vornicul and their brothers, the sons of
Neagoe from Craiova".

THE FIRST OFFICIAL MENTION of CRAIOVAwaS written
in the dish charter of Lord Laiota Basarab, Master of the
Romanian Country (1473 - 1477), where the name of the
nobleman NEAGOE OF CRAIOVA is written... "These are
witnesses of this charter of my reign: Sir Dragomir of Manea,
Sir Cazan of Sohac... Sir Neagoe of Craiova... and l, Tudor,
which have written in 6983 (1475) June the 1st..."
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TIMBRU ANIVERSAR - apdrut in anul '1975, consemndnd:
-1750 de ani de la prima mentiune documentard a agezdrii

daco - getice PELENDAVA;
-500 de ani de la prima atestare documentard a CRAIOVEI.
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ANNIVERSARY STAMP - appeared in year 1975, registering:

- 1750 years from the first documented mention of the Daco-
Getic settlement PELEN DAVA;

- 500 years from the first documented attestation of CRAIOVA.
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CRAIOVA - ,,al doilea orag al {drii", ,,capitala Valahiei
Mir;i", ,,minunatul loc Craiova", sunt cuvinte ale numerogilor
{]onicari gi vizitatori strdini:

1581 - ,,Marele Ban, dregdtorul cel mai insemnat dupd
[)ornn... igi are regedinta intr-o provincie cat jumdtate din
t,rr;i, numitd CRAIOVA" - Franco Sivori;

1582 - Localitdlile erau TARG sau ORA$, GRA|OVAfiind
rircrr[ionatd ca,,ORA$";

'1596 - ,,orag mare, cu multi locuitori, plin de tot belgugul";
1597 -,,CRAIOVAsau CRAILOVA, orag alldrii Romdnegti,

. :,t:t,at la marginile actuale... cetate de asemenea mare,
f irpulatd, prea avute in proviziuni de tot felul, dar lipsitd de
rluri gi fortdrele" - Baltazar Walter Silezianul;

1640 - in timpul domniei lui Matei Basarab, Petru
t.iqlgdan Baksic scria: ,,in ziua de 24 August 1640 am vizitat
,,r;r!iul CRAIOVA...

Sunt 200 de case ceea ce face peste 1000 de suflete...
Au multe biserici de lemn... dar au gi o bisericd de piatrd,

n;rre gi frumoasd, cu cinci turle gi un turn cu doua clopote
:r;rri. Aproape de orag, in codru, se afle doud mdndstiri";

-1723 - ,,Locul tdrgului, ce dura doud sdptdmAni... era
rtr-o clddire foarte mare, inconjuratd de un zid puternic" -

r, ,,1. Friederich Schwantz;
-1770 - ,,...Scaun Domnesc Ai politic mai mare decAt

rr alte orage... in adevdr acest orag meritd numele de o
. rievaratd a doua capitale a RomAniei" - Emanuel Giani
i!,"drsef;

-1789 -,,O seamd de turci a cdlcat oragul, prdddnd gi

1'r{uind prdvdliile gi pe negustori gi casele boieregti gi pe toli
,,l ;rgenii" -Dionisie Eclesiarhul;

1B1B - ,,inlSuntrul oragului sunt ...multe gi mari case
ir rl*rutr'" - Dionosie Fotino;

"1835 - ,,...orag cu ulite agternute cu bArne, ca la Bucuregti"
Contele Moltke;

-1837 - ,,...apa cea bune s-a adus de la izvorul
, rlredeanului, cu depdrtare de Craiova de 3250 stinjeni, gi
, au fdcut mai multe cigmele"- Harta mahalalelor Craiovei
ur secolul XVlll - D. Bdlaga.

Vedere aniversari / anniversary postcard
17OO - PELENDAVA,

5OO _ CRAIOVA
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DOCUMENTARY ATTESTATIONs

CRAIOVA - "the country's second city", "the capital of Small Valachia", "wond<.'rIttl plirt;c
Craiova", are the words of numerous chroniclers and foreign visitors:

- 1581 - "The Great Ban, highest governor after the King... resides in a province half thr: sizc
of the country, named CRAIOVA' - Franco Sivori;

- 1582 - settlement where either MARKET (fairs) or CITY CRAIOVA being mentionecl as :r
..CITY";

- 1596 - "big city, with a lot of residents, full of all riches";

-1597 *'CRAIOVAoT CRAILOVA, city of the Romanian Country, placed in the actual borders...
citadel of such greatness, populated, rich in all kinds of provisions, but lacking walls and fortresses"

- Baltazar Walter Silezianul;
*1640-Duringthereignof Matei Basarab, PetruBogdanBaksicwrote: "Duringthedayof

August 24th, 1640 l've visited the city of CRAIOVA... There are 200 houses, which would mean
over 1000 souls... They have many wooden churches... but they also have a stone church, great
and beautiful, with five towers and a large tower with two big bells. Close to the city, in the forest,
there are two monasteries";

- 1723 - "The place of the market, which would last two weeks... took place in a large building,
surrounded by a strong wall" - Friederich Schwantz, engineer;

- 1770 - "...Royal and political seat greater than in other cities... Truly this city deserves it's
name of a real second capital of Romania" - Emanuel Giani Ruseti

- 1789 - "A horde of Turks have thronged the city, stealing from stores and merchants and
noblemen's houses and all residents" - Dionisie Eclesiarhul',

- 1818 - "lnside the city there are... many and great noble houses" - Dionisie Fotino;
- 1835 - "... town with paths covered with wooden boards, as in Bucharest" - Counf Moltke:

- 1837 - "the good water was brought from Obedeanului spring, from a distance of 3250
fathoms, and several water pumps were built" Craiova slums map in the XVlllth century - D. Bdlaga"
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Descoperirile arheologice ateste continuitatea vielii 9i dezyoltarea unei a$ezdri ,CETATEA CRAIULUI' sau ,,CETATEA
REGALA', al cerei nume, spune legenda, a aperut odat5 cu venirea Regelui loniF, CRAI IOVAN, care a construit Curtea
Domneascd pe platoul de langd cele $apte izvoare (actualul platou al Bisericii Sfantul Dumitru si Casei Beniei)...,,oragu,
dupe o suptire Ftiinte s-au fecft de un Crai lova, dar clnd s-au fdcut, ru se Sfie' (Statistica oragului Craiova - 1832). ln foto,
Centrul Craioveiin sec. XVll-XVlll dup, o hade realizate de D. Bdla$a.
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The archaeological findings
attest the continuity of life
and the development of a
settlement "THE PR/NCE'S
SIRONGHOLD" or " THE ROYAL
SIRONGHOLD", whose name,
according to legend, appeared
with the coming of king loni[d,
CRAI IOVAN, who built the
royal court near the seven
springs (current plateau of St.
Dumitru Church and House of
Bdnie). .. "The city, according
to inaccurate information was
built by a lovan prince, but
it is not known when it was
built" (Statistics of Craiova City

- 1832).
ln picture, The center of

Craiova XVllth-XVlllth century
according to a map created by
D. Bdlaga.
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,,Carta Postala" trimisd pictorului G. Dem.
Mirea de Maria Argetoianu, de la Mogia din
Breasta (la 20 iunie 1901) reprezintd Platoul
Bdniei, cu Biserica Sf6ntul Dumitru, imprejmuitd
cu gard de lemn 9i cele $eapte Fdntdnidin Vale,
prima spre nord cunoscutd ca Fdntdna lui Matei
Vodd.
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DOCUMENTARY ATTESTATIONS

Postcard sent to the painter G. Dem. Mirea by
Maria Argetoianu, from the estate in Breasta, at
June 20, 1901, with the monumental building of
"St. Dumitru" Church , surrounded by a wooden
fence and "The seven Fountains from the Valley",
the one from the north known as "The Fountain
of Matei Vodd'.
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Fostul prim-ministru,

dr. Constantin
Argetoianu, alituri de
luca sa, Marie Jeanne,

semnatara cdrlii
pogtale cu Biserica

,,Sf. Dumitru" gi
V; rlea,,Seapte fdntdni"

(din colec!ia familiei
t.,rnstantin C. Neam[u).

The former Prime
l\lrr rister, Dr. Constantin

Argetoianu, with
his daughter, Marie

.lr..anne, the signatory
,,1 llre postcard with the
t .lrrrrch Sf. Dumitru and
r,rVr)n Founlains Valley

(lrom thc Constantin 4
r1
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Mircea Olarian, ,,Vedere a Graiovei"
"View of Craiova" - 1932

FANTANA PURCARULUI
Str. Matei Basarab nr. 11

Este singura f6ntdnd (foto,
2015) care se mai Pdstreazd in
apropierea Casei Bdniei.

A fost construitd Tn anul 1818,

din cdrdmidd, cu ,,doud luluroaie"
de scurgere, l6ngd Brutdria lui
Gherase 9i aProaPe de Tdbdcdria
lui Vasilescu Tdbdcaru, de cdtre
negustorii de Porci ,,JuP6n Pavel
Teodor 9i Chir Marin Bulucbaga".
Nu se pdstreazd inscriplia slavond
din casetonul de Piatrd 9i nici
cdrdmida imPrimatd cu simbolul
mortii.

PURCARULUI FOUNTAIN
Matei Basarab Street, no. 11

It is the only fountain (in picture, 2015) that still exists

near the House of Bdnie.
ItwasbuiltinlSlSanditwasmadeofbrick,withtwo

drain taps, next to the Bakery of Gherase and close to

Vasilescu Tdbdcaru's Tannery, by the pig merchants "Jup6n

Pavel Teodor and Chir Marin Bulucbaga,'' The Slavonic

inscription engraved in stone and the brick inscribed with

the symbol of death were not preserved'
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,,Carta Postala" (foto 1) imprimatd la Editura lonila M. plegea -
craiova este imaginea panoramicd a oragurui vdzutdin zona Lunca
Jiului. calitdtile artistice sunt sus[inute de valoarea documentard -
fiind fotografiate cele mai importante clddiri ale Craiovei interbelice,
dar gi de valoarea tehnicd - prin larga deschidere panoramicd gi
claritatea imaginii in addncime.

Foto 2, aceeagi imagine - din jurul Bisericii sfantul Dumitru, in
anul 2005.
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DOCUMENTARY ATTESTATIONS

Postcard printed (in picture 1) at the publishing House lonild M.
Plegea - craiova, it is the panoramic view of the city seen from Lunca
Jiului zone. The artistic qualities are supported by the documentary
value - the most important buildings of lnter-war craiova being
photographed, but also by the technical value * through the wide
panoramic opening and the image sharpness in depth.

ln picture no.2, the same image - around ,,St. Dumitru" Church,
in 2005.

Vedere generali a Craiovei la interval de aproape un secol I Craiova city overview almost u 
""ntury "p"i
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o[,D ]Rru]HIGIOUS A]RCm[TmCTU]Rm

vrAruAsnREA cogU NA -BUcovAlu I vEcH l,

f"tTJ?7'rJiL in anut 1483 (rerdcutd Tn anul 1 572), din
piatrd 9i cdrdmizi ale vechiului CASTRU ROMAN, construit
in apropierea cetdlilor dacice de la Brlc_ovd!. Ctitori.au fost
BASARAB VOIEVOD TEPELU$ (1472-1481) 9i fiul sdu,
NEAGOE BASARAB (1 512-1 521).

coguNA MONASTERY - OLD BUCOVAT
(picture from 1979)
Was built in 1483 (rebuilt in 1572), of the old CASTRU

ROMAN's stone and bricks, built around Dacian fortresses
from Bucovd!. The founders were BASARAB VOIEVOD

TEPELU$ (472-1481) and his son, NEAGOE BASARAB
(1512-1521).

tvtAnAsilREA JlrlANU -BALTA VERDE, (foto 1 979)

Se inalld, confirmd istoria, pe locul unde MIRCEA CEL

BATRAN (1386-1 418) a ridicat o bisericd de lemn, in 1394,

dupd bdtalia de la ROVINE, cdnd l-a invins pe Sultanul
Baiazid.

Tn secolul XVl, pe mogia Stolnicului Jitianu, se clddegte
o bisericd, refdcutd de CONSTANTIN $ERBAN VOIEVOD
(1654-1658) 9i so[ia sa DOAMNA BALA$A, ale cdror portrete

sunt pictate pe peretele naosului. in 1812 i se adaugd turnul

fortificat al clopotni!ei, restaurat in 1926 9i 1979'
Construc[ia anexd addpostegte o valoroasd colec[ie de

artd religioasd.

JITIANU MONASTERY . BALTA VERDE,
(picture from 1979)
It rises, history confirms, in the place where MIRCEATHE

OLD (1 386-1418) built a wooden chr1c.h, in_1394., after the

battle of Rovine, when he defeated Sultan Baiazid.
ln the Xvlth century, on the estate of the High Steward

Jitianu, a church is built, rebuilt by CONSTANTIN $ERBAN
VOIEVOD (1654-1658) and his wife LADY BALA$A, whose
portraits are painted on the wall of the nave' ln 1812 a

fortified belfry tower is added and it is restored in 1926 and

1979.
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H ISTO R ICA L C ITY CENIER
CASELE BANIEI SAU CASELE BANESTI
in secolul XV Craiova era un orag - targ ridicat pe mosia bogatilor boieri craiovegti, devenind spre sfargitul secolului ,MAREA BANIE

DE CRAIOVA". Dupd Re$edinta Domneasca era a doua putere institutionaE ii potitice a terii.

- ,Dlpd 1770 Crciova a fost, o perioa!6, Capita.la Tirii Rorlr*negti. Otagutdr€ cunoricut Sub denumirea CETATEA BANILOR, mutti ani
BANIA apadinand boierilor craiovesti. ,,craiova era refsdjnla Banului, adicd a ffimuluidregetor al domniei', scria in '1599 Baltazar Wilter.

CASA BANlEl. ,unde Ee intglneau la sfat cinstilii bani", Cste cea mai vechs construclie clvlld a Craiovei, tneltatd pe dealul de langd

The Houses of iB,inie or,,Bdnbgii,Ho,uses,, , , ,i',. 'lrr'

ln the XVth century,',craiwa,was'a'fair,oitlrrbu'ilt on the',estate..'of,,the, r:ieh
Craiovegti noblemen,,,,,beComing'rr[y,i5'6.'"n'd of,the,,Centur:V ::f n.E]GREAT
BANTE oF cRA!ovA"., it:,wac,,,th'ers6coholinstitution,ti'i66'poiiiiiai,,power.
of the county:afteirthe,ioyat ieiilO,enOe, :. ', ,, , ,' ,ri :r,,

After 1770.Or€ioVa, waS'for arwhile-n Capitai 6f.the Romanian Oounrtry.,
The city was.knowh,,'bV,,tfr6, name.,of ,BAN|IOR,.,ISTRONIG.H.OLD.;,.',,BU- '

belonging {ql, tlie ersiovegti nob|emeni *np,,6;6;q,ylQars,,
"Craiovc waS the iesi.flen6e,gf fhe,,Ban;,that,,i$ the,rfi,iSt governor of the

kingdom,.l' Wrote;Baltazar: Wal,ter, in 1:5g9. r: i'1ri"',,::,,:,,':'',

The House:,oT.,,Binie;, ,1where:,t,he, honest,banli,tmet,,,tb,'c,oun,selfl, is the
oldest civilian constfuction,of .cr.ai6va, .[u,;jl,,oh ]'lTho Seven,Springs" hill.

Cele: mai, vechi im,agini: ale:Caselof Bdniei (lnler.io.i gi exter:ior.).
The, oldest imageS oIlhe,Hou6es of,Bdnie,(ihterio,r & eiterior).

$hs
ffi

]Wilr, '
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cAsA BANtEt, (foto 1962 gi 2006)
A fost ziditd, pe locul unei mai vechi

regedinte, de BARBU CRAIOVESCU, primul fiu
gf lui: ;;N,eag,oe,:,de.,,la,rC,raiovr'i' fi fngt refdcutd de
MRTE,I I BASARAB ,' 

( 1 
"692,-:,,1t,'6i.,5;4) 

:,,, in,, 1 6 9 9 a fo st
reco nStr0.itd, in r:t,i rn p u l, dorn h,ie,l I q i' QrQ I\:STANTIN
B RANCOVEAN U 1 t OSa,',.,,1 7rt,4 ),1,, desce n de,nt,,Uin
familia ' Cra,iorv€$tilor in,rst,i:l,r bidrncovenesc,, cu
i n f l u e n te a I e .a t tei,,pop u I ar€ r ro m,6n e_gti.,'Avea,,forme
g i' o rn a rn e n te,r a Se,m,d n,d,toafe,,:::'dU,,r,'ale.,,Paletrel:o t:

Do m n egti Mog o$oa,ia gi. .toilod,';,:: :,:, :,, :;',

in anul 1 811 : Fan:ri|ira :Ota,te!iS,ean,U'ii. uo5
p r i d vo r,u l d i n s p a te: A fos trr ref,S, aaLd, ln,' i 7,7,6 ;, 1: 8,,1i1',',,,

1 889. A fostl:esta u relt d riin, anii'1 933'. g,i ll r066,;,,,C6,n.O

i s-a in I dtu rat .Pa raclisu I i ai i,p t'id:v..o iu! ; cu co lo.ane
9i arcade semicirculgrs' 6s,pe fa{add;,,a,fost inchis
pe late ra l. U gi le i gi', ferestiele, 

I 
b:o],iiie n n,,''r.,.,0riia:r

a u fost Tn I ocu ite cu d es c,h id el:i,'.6r" Ot U,o!,hiiu laier...1l

''THE HOUS,E,OF BAN|E,,, 'rr , :'.i'r' "

(picturesf1om1''9.62l.andl2006)'l.
,'lt was built on: the.siter,oi an ,oldei residence

by BARBU CRAf OVESCU, fir-st son of lN:eagoerroi
Cra i6va1'. I t,wa,s r:eb u ilt,,bV' M,atei Bas.aialbl,{r1,G02:.
1654); lt,.,w.as',also ie'bu]lt,j,n,,,:1,6,991;,,:,during the
rel g n'' 6f c o N s TA N T l N,,B'RAN,CTOVEA NTU, ( 1.68A-

're 1 714), descenden! ,of..the '- 
.. - 

o,frrrCraf o,vegn::.in
, ffi B rd n cove n e s c sttle,.Wilth':,irn.f |ue'.n c6s':Of rROrn,an,iran

ait. lt h ad,s h a p,es,'a n dr,binam€,n ts, 5,i m i ia r ts,rth6,b,6
of M0go$oa:iar and"':P6tlog|l.Resid,ences.:', .' .r,,

,,;1,: l6 4911 Otetgl,iSea4,u,,,,fafiilyt add the back
p0rch,.:,l,t waS' rebU.i.l,t:1in''11776', 1811 , and 1889. lt
wos r€stored in 1,933 and 1966, when the chapel
was removed and the porch with columns and
semicircular arcades and the facade was closed
on the side. The doors and the arched windows
on the ground floor were replaced by rectangular
nnnninne

*

I
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CASA BANIEI a avut in timp, mai multe destinalii. MAREA
BANIE A OLTENIEI, institu{ie creatd in timpul domniei lui
RADU CEL MARE (1495- 1508). inainte de a fi ales Domn al

ldrii RomAnegti, MARELE BAN DE CRAIOVA a fost MIHAI
VITEAZUL, simbolul Craiovei moderne.

- Regedin[a Administra[iei Austriece la Craiova (17 18-1737).
- Regedinla Iui Murtaza Paga,, in,{inrpul rdi26f1,u1rf ius6 -

turc (1737 - 1739).
- Casd Episcopald gi Prima $coald Slavond din Craiova

(1750 - 1811).
- Curtea de Apel gi Tribunalul Dolj (1896 -1914).
- Gimnaziul Real ,,Fralii Buzegti" (1894 - 1914).
- $coala Normald de invdldtoare (1 914 - 1924).
- Seminar Teologic.
- Arhivele Statului.
.',Muzeul Oltehiei, d'in anul 1964; itar;din'anul 1966'este

Sec[ia de Etnografie a Muzeului Olteniei.

,,, , ,r : TCASABANIEI giC E..-'ALA,;Sf. Dumitru'lf, vdZutelid' a -l'asj lec; in anii 1936 si 2006.

_ in locul Paraclisului Casei Bdniei, a rdmas doar vechea poartd boltitd.
TH,E HOUTSE, OF BANIE and ,N!ST: DUMITRUI' ,CHURCH,T s€€n,'from !h€:s€rne plaree;,,in,1936 and 2006.

On the site of the old chapel of the House of Bdnie only the old arc'hed gate was preserved.

I THF ,H,6g'gE',gp,BANIET ,ha,d,,ovei the tirne, $everal
functions. THE GRAND BANIE OF OLTENIA, an institution
created durin$ the,,re,i,gh of lui lui RADU THE GREAT (,1,495

- 150S). Before he was chosen the ruler of the Romanian
Country, THE GREAT BAN OF CRAIOVA was MIHAI THE
BRAVE, symbol of modern Craiova.

- The Residence of the Austrian Administration in Craiova
(1718-1737)

- The Residence of Murtaza Paga, during the Russian-
Turkish War (1 737 -1739)
,,' - Epj scopal H ous,e a ndi Fi,r.st e lavon i c rs:C,h,oorl,r,fiom Ciai oVa
(.1,750-181,1)
' - The Court of Ap:peal andr fhe.:h{,ig.n,, Co,u,it, .ofr,,J,ustiie: ootj

(1Se6-1e14)
- Real Gymnasium "Fratii Buzesti" (1894-1914\
- The Normal School of Teachers (1914-1924)
- Theological Seminary
- The State Archives
- 
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